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Dear friend,  

A quick glance through newspaper headlines can quickly overwhelm the compassionate soul  
who is looking for an opportunity to help. The enormity and frequency of crises across the 
world can easily lead one to lift hands in frustration and say “it’s too hard!” Besides, this is the 
responsibility of the United Nations, of our government… or anyone else but me. 

The disciples of Jesus seemed to think that way, when a multitude of people gathered to hear 
Jesus speak. The story can be found in Mark 6:35-44, and I like the personality that comes 
through the Message Paraphrase best. These people gave no thought to the distance travelled, 
to the time of day or even how to return home.  

The disciples wanted Jesus to end the session and send the crowds away. They seemed to 
think that it was the crowd’s responsibility to find their own food and their own way home.  
The disciples wanted to wash their hands of the problem and turn their backs on the people.  
They were hoping the situation would resolve itself. But Jesus had a different perspective.  
He saw the people’s difficulty and had compassion on them.  

Then Jesus gave the disciples the most startling command, “You give them something to eat.” 

Jesus placed on the disciples an expectation to meet this need. He gave them an opportunity 
to rise to the occasion, to step out from the ordinary and do something big for God.  
Jesus obviously has a higher level of confidence in our abilities, than we do.  

The disciples were overwhelmed by the scope of responsibility. They estimated it would take 
200 Denarii, a small fortune, to feed this crowd. A quick flick back to Matthew 20:2 will reveal 
that a Denarii is a reasonable day’s pay for a farm labourer. Can you imagine 12 hours of 
backbreaking work for 200 days, just to pay for the meals of this crowd? With a modern 
minimum wage of $15/hr, the disciples are estimating it would cost over $35,000 to provide 
lunch for this gathering! 

After they dutifully reported their needs, Jesus kept His disciples off balance by another 
penetrating question, “What do you have?”. It seems that Jesus wasn’t interested in what was 
needed, but what they actually had.  

The disciples, so distracted by the situation, had not even conducted this very fundamental 
problem-solving step. Once the disciples hurried away to find out, they soon discovered they 
only had five loaves and two fish. Jesus was not saddened or disappointed by the apparently 
small resources discovered by the disciples. He accepted the food graciously and instructed the 
disciples to organise the crowd.  

While the disciples were looking for enough bread to feed the people,   
Jesus was looking for enough seed to sow.  



While the disciples seemed to avoid responsibility for the problem, Jesus took the perspective 
that any problem we encounter, becomes our obligation to help.  

I believe the key to the multiplication of the loaves is found here in verse 41, “…when He had 
taken the five loaves and two fish, He looked to heaven, blessed and broke the loaves, 
distributing to the disciples...” 

Jesus considered it His responsibility to do His best, trusting in God, to add the heavenly and  
supernatural supply. Jesus looked to Heaven for a partnership in meeting this need. 

Matthew 13:31 shows us that the Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed. Rather than 
focussing on it’s size, as we always do, consider it’s organic nature. While Mankind is skilled at 
manufacture – the combining of two elements into a new design – we have yet, in all our 
cleverness, to truly create something out of nothing.  

The power of a seed is in it’s organic growth. That if you plant it, water it and tend to it, it will 
grow into another seed-producing plant, which in turn produces a multitude of new seeds.  
The Kingdom of Heaven operates through an exponential growth cycle. 

Your monthly donation may seem to you, just like five loaves and two fish compared to the 
multitude of needs in the world today. However if you treat your donation as a seed and if you 
give it to the Master, you CAN feed the multitudes! 

I encourage you to take your donation to feed the hungry right now and to pray over it.  
Pray a blessing over it, pray that your amount will stretch further than ordinary, pray for the 
miraculous multiplication, pray for the divine and heavenly partnership to meet the needs.  

There is great need in this world, especially in these troubling times, but Jesus has the same 
expectation for us, to feed the hungry. We may not be able to do everything - but we can do 
something. Do your best, and let God take care of the rest. 

Voice for the Hungry, 

 

Benjamin Evans  
Operations Manager  
FTH Australia & New Zealand  
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 Yes, I want to help! Please accept my donation of: $50  $30  $100  Other$ ____________________ 
 

For: � General (Used where it’s needed most)  � EveryChild EveryDay (Orphanage Support)  
  � Other ________________________________________  � Myanmar Phase 2 Reconstruction  

 

 CREDIT CARD 

Card Number     Expiry  /  

� American Express � Visa � MasterCard 
 
Cardholder’s Name   Cardholder’s Signature  
 

Contact Phone number  Contact Email Address  
 

 CHEQUE / MONEY ORDER 
Please make cheques and money orders out to “Feed The Hungry” 

 

 AUTO-DEBIT FORM:  
Please send me information about debiting my bank account or credit card automatically each month. 

 

 DIRECT DEPOSITS 
Deposits can be made directly into our Westpac Banking accounts through your local branch or through internet banking.  
We request that you use your contact name and project name as a reference with all direct deposits. 

 

BANK: Westpac Banking Corporation  BSB: 032-000  A/C: 36-1670 
 
 

 MAIL MY RECEIPT TO: � E-MAIL MY RECEIPT TO: 
    
 _______________________________

_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________
_______________________________ 

 

� NO RECEIPT REQUIRED  
 

Thankyou for your support. Gifts received above a specified need, will 
be used for other Feed The Hungry programs where the need is 
greatest. Please note that donations to Feed The Hungry are not tax 
deductible and that receipts are issued for all donations unless 
otherwise requested.  

 


